ACTION FOE SOCIAL WELFARE

In cases in which the promotion of the social
welfare must be brought about by affecting
the conditions or the character of the individ-
ual citizen, this personal sympathy, personal
fitness for dealing with delicate questions is so
needed that it is desirable that the work be
done largely by those whose natural inclination
leads them to it. And yet, of late years, there
seems to be a tendency to load more and more
of such work upon the state. If this is done,
it is still desirable for private organizations
and private individuals to keep track of the
work and to exercise something of a critical
attitude toward the administration while work-
ing as harmoniously as possible with it. In
most cases, nevertheless, when the suggestion
is made that more work should be put upon
the state, the burden of proof rests on the in-
dividual making the suggestion, to show that
the state can do the work better than can a
private agency, and unless he can establish a
prima facie case, the responsibility may better
be left in private hands.
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